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City of Belleair Bluffs 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

November 16, 2009 

7:00 P.M. 

 

The Belleair Bluffs City Commission held a meeting Monday November 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in Community Room B. The 

following answered roll call: Mayor Arbutine, Commissioners J. Barkley, H. Brand, J. Nazario, S. Sofer.  Attorney T. Trask, 

Director of Public Works Robert David, Largo Fire Chief Michael Wallace, City Clerk Debra Sullivan, are present as staff. 

Chaplain Allan Simpson gave the invocation. 
 
Consensus was given to approve the October 12, 2009 workshop, October 19, 2009 regular meeting minutes. 
 
Citizens to be heard on non agenda items.  

W. Rusinowski 2825 Los Gatos Drive. – Inquired if there was state aide for library services. City Clerk Sullivan will contact 

Indian Rocks Beach about their program.  

D. Shimkus 36 South Wind Drive – Commented that referendum mailings were in violation. Mayor Arbutine commented 

that was opinion, not fact. 

 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
There were no updates to the departmental reports.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
A motion was made by Commissioner Nazario to approve Ordinance 2009-02 which was seconded by Commissioner 
Brand.  
Commissioner Sofer is concerned about the language referring to having to be domiciled in the city or forfeit office. 
Attorney Trask and Charter and Ordinance Review Committee Chairman Paul Kuykendall explained the provision is in 
place that states the sitting Commission holds a hearing to determine if the forfeiture will need to happen.  
Roll Call: 
AYE: Barkley, Brand, Arbutine, Nazario  ABSENT: None 
NEY: Sofer  
   
A motion was made by Commissioner Brand to approve Ordinance 2009-03 which was seconded by Commissioner 
Barkley. 
Roll Call: 
AYE: Brand, Arbutine, Nazario, Sofer, Barkley  ABSENT: None 
NEY: None  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sofer to approve Resolution 2009-11 which was seconded by Commissioner 
Barkley.  
Roll Call: 
AYE: Arbutine, Nazario, Sofer, Barkley, Brand  ABSENT: None 
NEY: None 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sofer to approve Resolution 2009-12 which was seconded by 
Commissioner Nazario. 

Roll Call: 
AYE: Nazario, Sofer, Barkley, Brand, Arbutine  ABSENT: None 
NEY: None 
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OLD BUSINESS 
Belleair Causeway bridge opening ceremony and entry signage  
Commissioner Brand stated Pinellas County has not planned an opening for the bridge. Consensus was given to allow R. 
David to write a letter to Commissioner Seel and request the bridge be closed for a short opening event that would be a 
joint celebration between Pinellas County, Belleair Bluffs and Belleair Beach.  
 
Largo/Belleair Bluffs Rental Agreement – Trask 
Attorney Trask stated that the proposed agreement has not been received from Largo since it was sent over six weeks 
ago.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Brand to to allow Mayor Arbutine to sign both the rental agreement and the 
suppression agreement as long as there are no substantial changes to the rental agreement and no changes to the 
suppression agreement and Attorney Trask must approve the documents which was seconded by Commissioner Nazario.   
Roll Call: 
AYE: Barkley, Brand, Arbutine, Nazario, Sofer  ABSENT: None 
NEY: None 
 
December 7, 2009 Holiday Event Update  
The Bluffs Business Association has agreed to provide some refreshments for the event. Consensus was given to 
designate Mr. and Mrs. Art Arbutine as the tree lighters for this event.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Proposed TULIP – Tenant User Liability Insurance Program  
A motion was made by Commissioner Nazario to approve the use of the TULIP insurance policy as 
recommended by staff which was seconded by Commissioner Sofer. 
Roll Call: 
AYE: Brand, Arbutine, Nazario, Sofer, Brand  ABSENT: None 
NEY: None 
 
COMMISSION COMMENTS 
Mayor Arbutine stated the referendum election was supported by legal staff and was done perfectly according to the law. 
 
There being no further comments the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Debra S. Sullivan 
 
Debra S. Sullivan, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


